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GENTLE MEN. 
And other ES 
INHABITANTS 


OF THE 
Pariſh of ENFIELD. 


Gembemen © 


Muſt needs own that I heard. you Requeſt 

the Publication of this Sermon with ſome 
ſurprize, becauſe I rather expected you would 
complain that I ſupply'd the Place of one whom 
ou always hear with Pleaſure. Subject 1 
own is too Noble, and. above the Capacity of ſo 
young a Preacher, that I can hardly juſtiſie at- 
tempting it in private, and what Attonement 
you can make for-encouraging this Publick ap- 
pearance of it, I know not. 


[ have 
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I has endeavour d in it to make known to 
the People, what; Deagds God has done for us 
in General, and the 2 12 returning the 8 
acerptabie Thanks, . Word Ge 
tlemen, if I were ky ES whai 
God har done for me lia particular, that ö 

placing me here gmang N though in fo low a 
Sphere, "would have Momo on ſaderable Place; 
2 I think no Perſon of my Order, can any 
where meet with à more Generous and handſome || ( 
Treatment: 175 { dog -«nd1 ſhall ever efteem 
it ny indi penſable Duty, to bb ' klmuys 
doing ſomething in return, and towards the 
Chardfer o_ . hoe to Boe. a elf of 
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THANKSGIVING 


SER MON. 


1 1 Chron, xvi 8. 


de Thanks unto the Lord, call upon 
his Name, make known bis Deeds 


among the People. 


E are here Aſſembled, by the 
Command of our Gracious 
Sovereign, to bear a Part in 
that General Thankſgiving, 
| which the Surprizing Succeſſes of our Arms 
b. ¶ Abroad have given our good God ſo fair 
Is Title to; and withal, to Implore a con- 

tinuance of that Succeſs, and his Favour; . 
Iche former is the beſt Conclufion we can 
A make of this Old and Wonderful Year, and 
the latter the moſt becoming approach to 
the New. 


— 


B And 


2 


A T lantelcing-Sermon. 


And that we may do this with more So- 
temnity, and Devotion, I have for the 
Subject of this Diſcourſe made choice of 
thole Words, which ftand faremoit in D- 
vids Remarkable Hymn of Praiſe, and 
Thanks to Heaven for the Return of the 
Ark, and a Couble Viory over Is In- 
veterate Enemies, the Pe. 

In the foregoing Chapters we have zn 
Account, after the Fate of Sul in Mount: 
Gildda, of Dares Acoeſſion to the Crown, 
and which is the Brighteft Ornament of it. 
to the AﬀcQions of his People Me; 
which they expreſs d to him at Feb in a 
Uraminous Addrels, C. xt. and attended 
tim there, and at Liking, with all che 
— antes and Armies of that Numerous 

Rat it feerns this was t à Vitle 
8 — Phone 
= had to ktely Nam his Predecefior 
and put his Armies do ght; * 
they declare War with this New King, ang 
dad him Detance in the Valley of Rephazm, 
Chap. xiv. hitec Dazd 4 tho expret 
Command of God went wp again them, 
and by the aftitznce of the tame God, 
obtam d 


— — nn 


1 - 


CT TIE TTS: oo —o< oOoxInm- 


obtain d over them two great and 4 
Victories; the one at Back Poyarim, the 
ther in a Valley below it. 
| Upon his Return from thete great Cao- 
| queits, he Proclaim'd a General Tankl⸗ 
eng; and among the many Devanicas ot : 
that Day, this Plalu of Praite, the 105 in 4 
our Pjaiter, had the chieteſt Place, 
was Sung with the greateſt Sokemaity aud f 
Porap. 
And here, I thank, I cannot be acquit- 
ted, it {arveriook 2 Refiction, which in 
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what Encouragement i is this to us? How 
may we happily prefage that our Armies 
will be ſtill Victorious Abroad, while our 
Crown remains on the Head of One, ſo 
Good, ſo Righteous at Home, that we 
ſhall every Year have freſh Occaſion to 
Aflemble our ſelves in this ſort, To give 
Thanks unto the Lord, and make known his 
Deeds among the People. | 

In which Words there is a a Two-fold 
Exhortation. ao 


1 5 (If we may invert the Order of 
3 them) to make known to the People, 
© what Deeds God has done for them. 


2d! „To make known to the People, 
hat Deeds God would have them do 
for him, (viz.) to give him. Hanks 
ow and call upon his Name. 


I intend throughout the following Dit. 
caurle; to comply with both thefe Edler 
tations; and in doing it, I ſhall forget the 
firſt Occafion of them, and confine my ſelt 
to our own Affairs; which indeed are ſo 
Proſperous, that they bear a very near re- 


ation to the Original Cauſe of this Pſalm. 
begin 
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begin with the Firſt; 1 

To make known to the People, what Deeds 
God har done for them. 

And here I. am aware upon how large a 
Field I am now entring, and that it would: 
be very difficult to reduce even the Heads 
only. of thoſe Things that God has done 
for us, to the — Limits of a fingle 
Diſcourſe. This neceſſity I preſume wilt 
Intitle me to Pardon, if I leave out ſome, 
and mention only the greateſt and the 
chiefeſt of them. 

God has all along appear'd on our Side, 
in ſo many Inſtances of Favour, . both at. 
Sea, and on the Shoar; that every Day 
ſhould beas this, a Day of Joy and Thankſ- 
giving, the rifing of every Sun, and the: 
going down of the ſame, mould find us 
engag din Hallelujahs; in | Songs of a 
and-humble. Gratitude? ./- 

If the dea be the Subject of our Thoughts, 
it gives us the pleafing repreſentation of 
our undiſturbed Sovereignty in thoſe Wa- 
ters, which has been ſo happily, and 103 
vigorouſly exercis d over the: Great Levia· 


than which once Infeſted them; that he is: 


now 
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now ſo far from taking paſtime Was, 


that he creeps under No —— of Rocks, 
and Screens himſelf in Impregnable Har- 
bours. And whereas this, and all Domi- 
nion, without Management and Wiſe Con- 
duct would have ſomething of unhappineſs 
im it, it is entruſted in the Hands of Men 
in all reſpects equal to that Charge, the 
Wiſdom and Foreſight of the Experienc d 
Managers at Home, Seconded by the 
Conduct and Bravery of our Commanders 
Abroad, has ſurpriz d us with ſuch unex- 
Qed Progreſſes on the other fide the 
— that we may a little exceed Da- 
vid s Rhetorick, and ſay, They that go down 
to the Sea in our Ships, not only ſee, bat do 
Wonders in the Deep. 
If from the Sea woidinert our Thoughts, 


and employ them on what God has done 


for us on the Land, the Entertainment will 

be greater than we can well receive, or 

words expreſs, we ſnall find God going out 

with our oft, and not only Covering, but 
alfo Crownm their Heads m the da of Battle. 

. Your Illuſtrious Hero, the Nation's Glo- 

TY, and Europe's Shield, is-again return d 
home 
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hometo you Victorious, and Triumphant ; 
the Enemy on one fide fl ying before him, 
on the other ſueing for Peace: The Hall 
of your Great City Magnificently Adorn'd 
with the Spoils of his Victories, and the 
Enſigns of his Triumphs, which are in 
therdſelven ſo Wenderful andi in their Con. 
ſequences ſo profitable, that the moſt un 
reaſonable Defire could hardly have withid 
for them, nor the moſt Projecting Brain 
have laid the Scheme. And if any thing 
could give a Luſtre to that Memorable Day, 
it is, that it was almoſt the firſt of our Cam 
paigu, and the laſt of the Enemies: Iſrael 
had hardly pitch d their Tents, . before the 
Fhiliſtines were beat from dei, ſo many 
Cities immediately fell to us by the fall af 
the Enemy, that when they fled, as they 
thought, to defeneed Towns, they found 
them open, and in our hands; and that 
then the ſafeſt Refuge was in the Mercy of 
the Conqueror. 

It was Cæſar s Character, that Venit, 5. 
bit, Vicit, that he came, he ſaw, and over 
came. But of aur Warriour we may fay, 


that he Conquer d. Cities before he ap- 
proach'd 
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no ſo far from taking bis paſtime therein, 


that he creeps under the . of Rocks, 
and Screens himſelf in Impregnable Har- 
bours. And whereas this, and all Domi - 
nion, without Management and Wiſe Con- 
duet would have tomething of unhappineſs 
in it, it is entruſted in the Hands of Men 
in all refpects equal to that Charge, the 
Wiſdom and Foreſight of the Expertenc'd 
Managers at Home, Seconded by the 
Conduct and Bravery of our Commanders 
Abroad, has ſurpriz d us with ſuch unex- 
Qed Progreſſes on the other fide the 
_— that we may a little exceed Da- 
vid's Rhetorick, and ſay, They that go down 
to the Sea an our ., not only ſoe, bat do 
Wonders in the Deep. 
If from the Sea we diyert our Thonghis, 


and employ them on what God has done 


for us on the Land, the Entertainment will 
be greater than we can well receive, or 
words expreſs, we ſhall find God going out 
with our oft, and not only Covering, but 


alſo Crownm their Heads m the da of Battle. 


Tour Ill tous Hero, the x fa 's Glo- 
TY, and Europe's Shield, is again return d 
home 
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home to you Victorious, and Triumphant; 
the Enemy on one fide flying before him, 
on the other ſueing for Peace: The Hall 
of your Great City Magnificently Adorn'd 
with the Spoils of his Victories, and the 
Enſigns of his Triumphs, which are in 
themſelves ſo Wonderful andi in their Con- 
ſequences ſo profitable, 'that the moſt un · 
reaſonable Defire could hardly have withid 
for them, nor the moſt Frojecting Brain 
have laid the Scheme. And if any thing 
could give a Luſtre to that Memorable Day, 
it is, that it was almoſt the firſt of our Cam 
paigu, and the laſt of thememies: Iſrael 
had hardly pitch d their Tents, . before the 
Philiftines were beat from theirs ; ſo many 
Cities immediately fell to us by the fall af 
the Enemy, tbat when they fled, as they 
thought, to defeneed Towns, they found 
them open, and in our hands; and that 
then the ſafeſt Refuge was in the Mercy of 
| the. Conqueror. 

It was Caeſar's Character, that yenit, ia 
bit Vicit, that he came, he ſaw, and-overs 
came. But of aur Warriour we may fay, 


chat he Conquer d. Cities before he ap- 
proach'd 


DOS 
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proach d them, or before he ſaw them; 
for they met him witk, Zubmiſſions, and 
ſeem d to ſtrive, who ſhould be foremoſt 
in returning to Duty. It look d as if God 
| reſolv'd to make a quick Deciſion of that 

irt of our Controverſie, and reduce thoſe 
Netherlands at one Blow, which indeed has 
been ſtruck ſo home, and fallen ſo heavy 
upon them, that we'may. without Vanity 
or Preſumption, pronounce them unable any 
more to riſe up * us. And the Glory 1s 
more -peculiarly ours, that the Enemy is 
now ſorely ſenfible, what a vain Reflection 
they. made upon the Removal of our Late 
Sovereign to Heaven, the Great Maſter of 
our Arms, (viz. ) That now England can 


fend an Army, but not a General. A Re- 


proach ſo viſibly undeſerv'd, that we have 
now, not only Generals of our own, but 
of theirs too; and an Army of Priſoners 
for thoſe Captive Generals to Conduct 
Home, when God ſhall think fit to compoſe 
our Contention, and Efabliſh a Peace in 
Europe. / 

And therefore what thankful e 
Pr ſhall we pay to our good _ 
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and Heavenly King, who has thus Evi- 
dently appeared on our fide, and given us 
Victory over Kings? What Honours ? 
What Offering of Praiſe and Gratitude 
ſnall we make to that Renowned Com- 
mander, whom God has been pleas'd under 
himſelf to make the Happy — of 
our recovering ſo much Glory? No Enco- 
miums are too Exalted, no Honours too 
great, ſuch is his Modeſty, ſo like his 
Arms always Victorious, though often 
aſſaulted, ſuch his Honour, ſuch his Ver- 
tue, ſuch his Affection to us his Country- 
Men, that we cannot fear to entruſt him 
with the moſt ample Rewards ; his chiefeſt 
aim being only this, to procure a laſting 
and a Glorious Peace; to perpetuate and 
tranſmit to Poſterity, as ſecurely as poſſi- 
ble, that Engliſh Honour, which he has fo 
Gloriouſly Retriev “l. 
And now then, if for a Seaſon I might 
take off your Meditations from a Subject ſo 
entertaining, I would carry them to remo- 
ter Regions, and fix them upon the great 
Things that God has done for us, and our 
Allies in:the Plains 1 Italy, and 2 
; 8 
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Walls of Twin. In the former, you will 
find in the beginning of the Year, an inde- 
fatigable Warlike Prince in a defenſive 
Camp only under the irkſome til of an 
8 Campaign, willing,” but unable 
port a Generous Suffering Allie, 
Hime f being not ſupported by his own 
Country, ſo car as the merit of the 
one, and the Intereſt of the other did o- 
blige. In the latter, you will find a glo- 
rious defenced City, reduced to the laſt 
extremity of a, long Siege, under the ut- 
moft apprehenſion of immediate Surrender, 
or immediate Storm; either of which 
would have given the laſt Blow to a Flou- 
riſning Dukedom, and a very heavy one to 
the whole Alliance : Dail here the AL 
mighty interpos d, and'' ſhew*d'that he is 
— to od when there is che leaſt ground 
to expect or hope for it. Þ 
Fe firſt put it into the heart of our Gra- 
cious Sovereign, the Great Ming. Mother 
of te whole Confederacy; to.reconimend 
the caſe of that Suffering City, and the 
Methods of preferving it, to a Flourithing 
_— _ her Fu: Great Metropolis ;-the 
His neceſſary 
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necellacy Supports were as fooh given} as 
the Recommendation, and eonvey dito that 


Glorious Prince, Whoſe Nohle Fire began to 


abate in the abſence of that Fuel; but on 
the arrival of it, it broke out afreſh, and 
kindled a generous warmth, | and: vigorous 
zeal. in his whole Army to attempt the Re- 
lief of that Important Diſtreſſed City. And 
_ | ſuppoſe I need not tell you hom 
God Mitaculoufly afhfted them in than At- 
tempt, with what Courage, Reſolutian, 
and great Induſtry, they fatc'd a Way over 
Rivers, and high Hills, and ſurmounted 
Diffcoiticsſeemingly inſuperable, till they 
arrivelt at the Enemies main Army, weary, 
harraſs d, and fateagued, one would have 
thought, had they not ſhew d the — 
by the execution * a refreſh'd, prepar d 
Hoſt, even to the utter vanquiſhing, and 
deſtruction of it. ulm Git Us 1000's 1 
But then the Adwantages which): the 
victors made of this Conqueſt, were as 
great as the Victoty it: ſelf : not only that 
Cicy, but the whole Dukedom of was 
in 4 manner wrefted from the 5 n 
Enemy formerly a mm over it. 8 
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He who in the Morning had not a Place 
in his own Dominions to lay his Head, in 
the Evening, in effect, had them all re- 
tor'd to him: And that well- appointed 


Army, which has coſt our Arch- Enemy ſo 


much Treaſure to maintain in the Provinces 
of Italy, is either Slain there, or driven 
thence; and thoſe, who remain in their 
Friendſhip there, are now ſeeking the only 
Security, by Overtures of Surrender, and 
Submiſhon. 

So Glorious is the Conſequence of that 


Day i in the cloſe of the Year, and of that 


greater Day. in the beginning of it, that it 
looks, as if the two Commanding. Heroes 
had-reſoly d, the one to begin, the other 
to'end. his Campaign with a Miracle, It 
were eaſie to enlarge upon the Glory of that 
Battle, but the Time obliges me to com- 
prehend all in this, that we know-of none 
equal to it, but that at Hochſtet, none ſu- 
riour but that at Ramillie. 

In this ſhort Narrative I have made innen 
to you ſome. of the Lord's Deeds;, ſome of thoſe. 
Great things which hethas done for us this 
Year Abroad; and methinks, being en- 


gag d 
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: gag'd in a Task ſo agreeable, and beco- 
1 ming, I cannot but continue it a little, and 
paſs 1 the Things, which God has done 
for us Abroad, to thoſe great Bleſſings, 
which he has given us the immediate, and 
therefore more ſenfible fruition of at Home. 
And here, ſince we have been ſpeaking 
| of the Armies Abroad, in which this Na- 
tion both bears and acts ſo great a Part, 
can we want a juſt ſenſe of our own ex- 
ceeding Happineſs at Home, who fit every 
; Man ſafely under his own Vine, 1 King. iv. 23. 
while the . Neighbouring Nations are = 
duc'd:;to.- the laſt degree of Miſer _ 
Want, by the —9— and rage of — 
Aive Arms; though we are engaged in Fo- 
reign Wars, yet Peace ſtill Flouriſhes in 
our own Walls, and Plenteouſnefs within 
our Palaces: God ſeems to have given us 
that Happineſs for which David interceeds: 
for his, own People, Pſal. 144. He bath 
deliuered ti out of th the hand of ftrangeiChildren, 
vir Garh&xs-'ore) full and plengebum mitt ill 
anner ,I ſtareg: thete ig. ns leading ini] Capti⸗ 
' | wity, no Juſt: Gomplainrag i in hour Strbkt y, yo 
I Orz#n are Kong ta Labnur, ah :Sheap,, bri 
| DNA fort 
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Can we. | behold the Op preſſion Ws Mi- 
fy of Foreign Natidneanderan Arbitrary 
Power3. Can we imagine the Eſtates and 
Lives of Subjects held by na better Tenure 
than the capricious Will of an arm'd Ty- 
rant? and not bleſs our felves, under the 
mild and peaceable, the juſt and equal Ad- 
miniſtration of our own Soveteign ? The 


Lord reigneth, faith David, let the multitude 


of the Iſles be glad thereof, Phal.-g7 7. I. this 
nd has reaſon to be glad, not only that 
the Lord, but alſo that under Him She 
Reigneth: That He has not only made Her 
Happy at Home, but Glotious Abroad; 
not only rats d. Her with the love and 
admiration of Her own People, but with 
the terror Dm - amazement: of other Na- 
tions. 3/43 T the 303-21 ne n. 3601 
Isi itiniot 5 anu cakable Happineſs to ſee 
with what cheerfulneſs and diſpatch Sup» 
Miokinge fiſt given, and then rais d; while 
other are: dilatory und tedious; 
and at laſt oblig d to wring them from the 
ee hands of an Impoveriſh'd —_ : 
n 


a ene. 


And is not that H appineſs encreas d, 
the Wiſe Managemenc of thoſe Supplies 5 
by the approv d integrity, and conſummate 
skill of the Greay Diſpenſer of them ? 
ho has preſerv'd- that — of our 
Stores pure and uncorrupt, and faitlifully 
directed the ſeveral Streams of it tb their 
proper Channels, 

It is no inconſiderable Sativfuctiontto ba- 
hold further that Harmony af affection 
that agreement of inclination, that unani- 
mity and ' zeal for the Publick Welfare, 
which attends, and is the ſhining Ornament 
of our two Houſes of Parliament :+ When 
Salomon tells us, That in the multitude-of Conn 
i ſcllors there ir ſafety. |: He certainly means in 
a multitude ot auch Counſellors as are at 
Unity within themſelves, and whedher ours 
have /a Title te that; Ch lelcave to 
the re · colleſtion of every inpartial Subyett; 
the reſult if uhich will certainly be, that 
hoth a ee the 7 
Safety ofigur 15 the Eaſe and 80. 
carey u dütb e 90 f Is U 
The Happineſs of this Coanmindable 
Union; hete, ::reveives an addition from the 


21 fair 


1 


fair Proſpect we have of another Union as 
defirable and as neceffary elſewhere ; that 
Sturdy Nation heyond the Tweed, an Old 
Adverfary to our Peace, and the great Re- 
piner at our Joys here, allured by the Wiſe 
Conduct and Prudent Management of Pub- 
lick Affairs, have expreſs'd an inclination 
to take a part of our Bleſſings, by laying a- 
ſide their inveterate Grudges, the whole 
Root of bitterneſs; by Uniting the Two Na- 
tions, and making theſe: jarring Kingdoms 
one vffectionate People: What Happineſs 
will this be to us in General, what Glory 
in Particular to our Sovereign, already 
Glorious? Some of Her Great Predeceſſors 
have been out- done by them, others have 
but juſt humbled them, fe have Conquer d 
them, She only can Unite them to us. 
In this Account you have u ſhort view 
of thoſe Deeds which God has done for! us 
at Home, in reference to our Civil State, 
which . Flouriſhing and Happy, 
that it ſuperſeeds the Account which I be- 
lieve you all expect of the Conditibn of out 
Ecclæſſaſtick; both which are ſo nicely in- 
terwoven, ſo e ſupported, that ĩt 
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is hardly poſſible for either of them to Flouriſh 


in Separation. In our Body Politick you can- 
not find, as in ſome Trees, bloom and decay 
too; our Eſtabliſh'd Religion, which I take 
to be the Heart and Vitals of our Government, 
cannot ſurely be dangerouſly Il, while the other 
looks with fo fair and healthful an aſpect. 

It would bean inexcuſable imputation, both 
upon your Modeſty and Juſtice too, ſhould I 
ſeem to go about to convince you of the firm 
Security of our juſtly admir'd Religion,. be- 
ing guarded firſt by its own Superiour Excel- 
lency, and then fix d and ſettled in the ſafeſt 
manner. by the whole Legiſlature ; to which 


Settlement there is lately added a Collateral 


Security, in the many and pathetick Declara- 
tions from the Throne, which an Heart ſo 


Entirely | Engl. as that, from wh ich thoſe 
and confide in, _ 1 


Certain it is we are an Happy People, 


Happy in our Sovereign, Happy in our Laws, 
Happy in the Execution of th . and above 
all, Happy in that, without which there is 
no Felicity, our Religion; the Enemies of 


which are not Learned enough to Write, nor 


Numerous enough to Fight againſt it. And 
£52 So RE I. there- 
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therefore we have reaſon to think, that it can 
never fall, unleſs by our own peeviſh Diffe- 


rencies, our own humerſome Diſſentions, our 


own Whimfical Ill-grounded Jealoufies, we 
Sacrilegioufly pull it down. | 
And now then, what a Noble Theme do 
theſe Deeds of the Lord afford us for the Subli- 
meſt Hymns of Gratitude, the moſt Exalted 
Songs of Praiſe ? What an irreſiſtible Call 
have we to comply with the Exhortation in the 
Text, To give Thanks unto the Lord? Which 
is that which, God does certainly expect the 
cople ſhould do for him, when once it has 
been made known to them, what Deeds be bas 
done for them, A Task I fear, that ſome have 
ſhew'd hut little diligence in the performance 
al. Though would inChariry believe, that 
there is nof'one amongſt us without a grateful 
and due fenſt Uf our prefent fortunate” Cir- 
cumſtances, and happy poſture of Affairs; 


yet Experience urges me to think, that few 

rform it as they ought. Now and then a 
Thankful Soliloquy, with ap attendange up- 
on thefe Publick Solemnities, is the greateſt 
offering of Thanks which moſt Men bring ; 
but wil you offer unto the Lord that which 
coſt you nothing? only the Fruit of your 
Tongues, 
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— and the Calves of your Lips 2 We ma 7 
aſſure our ſelves that with Theſe Offerings 22 
is not pleaſed, unleſs they are accompanie 
with the more acceptable Sacrifice of our Ha- 
bitual Sins. Words are not ſufficient Offerings 
for ſuch Deeds, when Pius Hymns, and Un; 
5 righteous Hearts when Thankful Songs, and 
5 Wicked Tongues are employ'd together, the 


1 Piety of the former is loſt in the laiquity. of 
l the latter, and-the(yery Devotion pecomès 3 
e Sin: God. does: thetefore certainly ęxpect 
1 from us, that we ſhould not only Thank him 
e — but internally, as we often Prefs 
b not only with tr! Lips, but in our Lines. 

10 Has God biet d. us in a-Carefil, in an 25 
e dulgent, in a Glorious and Gracious Vicege- 
e rent? We cannot expreſs our Thanks to him 
at for it, in any thing more acceptable than a 
at Willig Subjeftion, and ready Allegiance to 
r- Her, than an evident Care nat to add I horns 
s; | to Her Crown by ungenerous Surmizes, and 
w | falſly conceiv'd Fears; but to alleviate and 
a | eaſe itby a cheerful acquieſcence and confor- 
p- | mity to Her Will, ſeeing that under Her we 
eſt iſh enjoy ſo much Grid, ! 

g: Is our General return'd Home to us with 
eh] Victory over our Temporal Enemies ? We are 
our | D'2 2 to 
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to thank God'for'that, by returning home to 
Him with Victory over our Spiritual Ene- 
mies, our Luſts and Corruptions. Has God 
fought for us in the Day of Battle, and A- 
dorn'd our Publick Buildings with the Spoils 
of the Enemy ?: let our return of Thanks be 
ſeen in figbling the good Chriſtian fight for his 
ſake ; and by ſo doing, Adorn the Doctrine of 
his Son our Redeemer in all things. Has God 
oblig'd our Enemies tö Overtures of Peace, 
and Reconciliation? Let us thank him for 
that Blefhng, by applying to him for Peace 
and Reconciliation our ſelves,” who have been 
Enemies "unto him by our witked Works ;' and 
this let us da under the Conduct and Media- 
tion of thoſe never failing Advocates, Faith, 
Repentance, and Viſible Amendment? Has 
he Crown'd our Year with! Encreaſe, and 
fll'd'our Garners with the abundance of his 
Plenteoufneſs; our Thanks muſt ſhew 'them- 
ſelves in a'prudent and humble fruition of 
that Plenty, in a moderate Uſe, and a con- 
ſtant Charitable employment of it? Is there 
a Unity of Mind, and Intereſt in the ſeveral 
parts of our Legiſlature ;- we can no way bet- 
ter ſecure acceptance to our Thanks, for a 
Bleſſing of that Importance, than by deriving 
8 | to 
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to ourſelves. from that Excellent Example the ſame 
Unanimity and Agreement; with what face can 
we pretend to a due ſenſe of that favour, which 
is the forerunner of all Praiſe and Gratitude, 
when in our Hearts we envy it, and by our own 
Diviſions diſturb and break it? God will certain- 
ly reject and ſcoff at the acknowledgments which 
the Members of a Body make for the bleſſing of 
a quiet, peaceful undiftarb'd Head, when by. 
Imaginary Fears, and Jealous Whiſpers, ' they 
ſeem inclin'd to gall and fret it; the former is 
the certain Offspring of a Wicked, the latter of 
a Factious Heart. n Donor 
Methinks I am unwilling to believe it neceſ- 
ſary to crowd in a private Call to Union and A- 
reement, when the common Calls of Nature, 
Tatereſt and Religion, are ſo loud, and frequent. 
But ſurely we cannot do too much towards the. 
removal of thoſe Enemies of it, Diſſention, and 
Heat, that Gangreen and Canker which Preys 
upon the Vitals. of Government, and opens a 
wide paſſage to Anarchy and Confuſion. All the 
Deſtructions of Kingdoms, all the Revolutions 
that ever happen 4 in States, were certainly firſt 
conceiv'd in this fertile Womb of Miſchief ; even 


Jeruſalem it ſelf could not be long defended a- 


gainſt theſe devouring Monſters, when they, 
who 
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who pray: d for the Peace of it in the Temple, 
broke it in the Streets; it was not Jong be wh 
both-became a deſolation, and a ruinous heap: 
Jeruſalem might have continued perhaps till now 
with ſome Luſtre, had it continued as Dadid once 
deſerib d it, a & at Unity within it ſelf : When 
a breach was once made in their Unity, they ſoon 
found a wider in their Walls; when Diflention 
and Heat were let in, the Romans. could not be 
long kept out: And certainly we cannot fairly 
hope, that the Modern Romans will be long kept 
out of our Cities, while we entertain that: which 
opened the Gates of Terre to Ane, more 
Ancient 97 ＋＋ 
And then aft, 15 the Pride of our — 
and the Joy of our Souls, our Eftabliſh'd Religi- 
on ftill Flouriſhing, ſtill Gaining upon the Ene- 
my? What Thanks does the Lord require of us 
for this? Thoſe certainly of a pure Heart, and 
an upright Converſation; if he has bleſs'd us 
with, and ſecured to us a good Religion, he will 
not receive Thanks from Members Wicked and 
Unworthy of it ; and therefore fince we have 
this Glorious Church, fince we ſeem to be Gad's 
Fernliar People, let us be Thankful by being Zealous 
in Good Works. If in this we are Happier than 
other People, let us be Holier than they too, leaſt we 
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you will certainly ſecure to your ſelves that con» 
tinuance of them, which in the Supplications of 
this Day, you have more particularly Implor'd ; 
will be as Water ſpilt 
upon the ground, and the Doors of Heaven will 
be certainly ſhut againſt ſuch Devotions ; God 
has declar'd that he will fetihimfelf againſt a Rebel: 
liout People, that he will not fe up the light of his 
Countenance upon them, much leſs his Arm to de- 
fend and protect them; but if with contrite 


| Hearts we fall before him, he will cauſe our Ene- 


dies withas ſorrayful Hearts to fall before us: 
E in Devotion and Repentance we lie low at his 
Throne, he -will cauſe our Throne to be eſta- 


b „ IE is } nee 
bill d for ever: I we adore his Majefty in the 
Unity of the Spikit, he wil gise us the Baud gf 

1 ; k "Te; 1 Peace, 
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=, Peace, and go 
. n . de us, in Ea l 
1 What can remaf 


y, and in great e 
n then, but that we. all ix 
. 888 2 that we engage incall 
thoſe Duties, he performance of whick -haye-s 
natural tendency tg that end? If we reſuſe t 
Pay tl Tribute of vur good Works 5 the 
Dafety un ad Caoxeſs of that Noble Army, 
bow fights: under England 5 Banner, And in bag 
crop s Cauſe, we are certainly Enemies to-our 
--weonght to have no part in the 
3 ae lome; out their Nees 
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. When to the Piety of then Pribce, there Js 0d 
he Fiety of the People, we do, as it were, en- 

upon . the..nevgr-failin of 
that he ſhould 1 
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will let us do our Parts, and God will ber 
5. or his many Bleſſings 5 
portions Yann, let our Supphca- 
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